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Abstract:

This study addresses the phenomenon of unplanned urban growth in the
town of Anata, northeast of Jerusalem, after 2004, which coincides with the
construction of the surrounding Apartheid Wall. This study sheds the light on
the social and environmental impacts of this phenomenon on the population
as well as the reflection of Zionist policies and practices and the legal

vacuum which contributed to the deterioration of this phenomenon.

This study aims to describe and explain the phenomenon of unplanned
urban growth in Anata, attributing it to different factors, monitor changes in
the urban area between 1997 and 2017 and identify the most important
problems and challenges facing the Palestinian scheme from the secretions
of the Apartheid Wall. This study uses the descriptive and historical

approach as well as the quantitative—analytical approach.

Based on qualitative interviews with members of the Municipal Council and
the local community, it found that individuals and contractors in Anata take
decisions to build without the approval of any official authority which led to
construction outside the structural borders without planning, which resulted in

urban chaos.

By using Geographic Information System tools (ArcGIS / ArcMap 10.3), the
growth in Anata from 1997 to 2017 is analyzed based on data obtained from
the Palestinian Ministry of Local Government (MoLG). It was found that
urbanization in Anata after 2004 took the pattern of filling the gaps and the
deceleration of expanded urban areas particularly after 2014 due to the

encirclement of Anata by the Israeli spatial siege tools namely the Apartheid



Wall, bypass roads and built settlements. Some maps were produced it

assist in clarifying and explaining this phenomenon.

This study concludes several findings most notably; the main reason behind
the emergence of this phenomenon in the town of Anata is the policy of the
Israeli Occupation, which led to uncontrolled urban growth in order to empty
the city of Jerusalem from Palestinians, the absence of the executive
authority and the absence of a structural plan in Dahyat As—Salam

neighborhood (part of Anata town) contributed to the existing urban chaos.
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Pockets of lawlessness in the "Oasis of Justice" Institute for Palestine
studies.
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